Profiles of Gl(bal Citizens
Introduction: The following person was the recipient of an American award called the International Citizen Award. These people are not rich, powerful or famous. However, they are working to combat some of the negative effects of globalization to make the world a better place for everyone. Read your profile and try to figure out why your person received an award. Be prepared to explain your ideas to your group.

Cheryl Robertson -- Making The Connection Between Health and Human Rights 

As a trained RN and holder of a Ph.D. in nursing, Robertson believes all people have a right to a basic level of health care that can be created and delivered using culturally appropriate, sustainable means. She also believes that politically motivated torture and abuse - profound human rights violations that inevitably create serious health issues in societies - must end and that people who have been victimized must be assisted in their physical and psychological recovery. 

She has worked with the Minnesota International Health Volunteers (MIHV) since 1985, volunteering first as a community-based health care program coordinator in war-disrupted Uganda. Since then her MIHV work has taken her to Nicaragua and Vietnam and back again to Uganda. She has also worked as a clinic manager and director of international programs for the Center for Victims of Torture, including assignments in Cambodia and in the Balkan countries of Bosnia and Croatia. 

Her work on a research project aimed at understanding patterns of survival for mothers who survived the war in Bosnia led her to co-author a play based on her experience. That play, Stone Hearts, co-written with Mark Rosenwinkel, was performed by Stages Theater Company in Hopkins in early 2001. Among her many other activities, Robertson is also working on a study to investigate the prevalence of torture among Somali and Oromo refugees in the Twin Cities and the association of torture with physical, social and mental problems. She is also working with the American Refugee Committee to develop a partnership with the University of Minnesota School of Nursing and a nursing facility in Liberia. 
Use this space to make notes (Use the back of the page if you need to):
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